
Illinois PHCC
821 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, Illinois 62704

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SPRINGFIELD IL
PERMIT NO  66



IN THE FIELD

*When properly installed near the hot water source with a continuously operating recirculation pump

3.0

ANTICIPATED Q2 RELEASE

GO  FULLY  LOADED

Wi-Fi capabilities (3.O)
BACnet (2.5 & 3.0)
5 relay contacts (2.0 - 3.0)
3 sets of temperature probe wires

l e o n a r d v a l v e . c om

CHOOSE YOUR FEATURES 

2.0 |  2.5 | 3.0
 NEW PROTON SERIES

DIGITALLY CONTROLLED MIXING VALVES

1017

info@inlandsalesgroup.com
www.inlandsalesgroup.com

Clean + 
 convenient

Learn 
more



ILLINOIS MASTER PLUMBER
ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING•HEATING•COOLING CONTRACTORS

Volume 109, No. 2 FEBRUARY 2023

President
Brian Wilk

Mount Prospect

Vice President
Mike Ehret
Belleville

Treasurer
John Baethke

Chicago

Secretary
Terry McCarthy

Countryside

President Emeritus
Brian Rich
Deer Creek

Executive Director
Beverly Potts

Associate Director
Shelly Lott

The Illinois Master Plumber published 
monthly, is the official publication of the

Illinois Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
Contractors Association, only insofar as

notices, bulletins, and reports are concerned.

Editorial and personalized news stories
reflect the opinions of the writers, and not
necessarily that of the Association. Neither
the Association nor this magazine accepts

responsibility for statements or claims made
by advertisers for their products or services.

POSTMASTER: Please Forward Change of
Address Notice on Form 3578 and Copies  
Returned Label Form 3579.

To: Illinois PHCC
821 South Grand Avenue West

Springfield, Illinois 62704
Telephone (217) 522-7219

BEV@ILPHCC.COM
WWW.ILPHCC.COM

EDITORIAL AND EXECUTIVE OFFICES

821 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, Illinois 62704
Telephone: (217) 522-7219

FAX: (217) 522-4315
1 (800) 795-PHCC

OFFICERS Contents

President’s Thoughts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

2023 Illinois PHCC CEU Schedule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

2023 Continuing Education Dates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Calendar of Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Message from the Auxilary President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

License Renewal Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

PHCC Expo & Education Day Registration info . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-9

Legislative Update  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

US DOL Announces Adjustments to OSHA Penalties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Employers Must Post OSHA Form 300A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

PHCC National Announces Change in Staff Leadership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

HR Question of the Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

IRA Issues Mileage Rates for 2023  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 & 17

Risk Management Corner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

IMSCA Lobby Day Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

PHCC IL Auxiliary Scholarship Rules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

PHCC IL Auxilary Scholarship Application. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Plumbing Code Book Order Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Advertisers

Bradford White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Connor Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Federated Insurance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Herkowski Stickler & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Hodes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

H.R. Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Inland Sales. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Rheem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

T & S Plumbing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Test Gauge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Back Cover

Torvac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6



 If I’d become a journalist instead of a 
contractor and had never heard of the Illinois 
PHCC’s annual Expo & Educational Day, my 
aim would be to report the facts. I know this: 
news stories must answer five questions: who; 
what; when; where; why. So, I’ll use this month’s 
article to “cover” this important and valuable day 
of learning and networking.

   Who plans the Expo & Education Day? – The 
Illinois State Chapter of the PHCC (who else?) 
Since the late 1970s, the IL PHCC Expo is the 
“one that’s not to be missed.” Who attends?  
YOU! Industry leaders: contractors, plumbers, 
inspectors, suppliers, manufacturers, union 
officials, apprentices, and all those who do (or 
will) proudly earn a living and make an impact in 
the world of plumbing, piping and HVAC. 

   What is it? It’s many things: 4-hours of state 
approved CE credit; a trade show with over 
160 exhibitors from all facets of the industry; 
networking among 1,000 or more professionals; 
an enjoyable social gathering; and a memorable 
day with your peers.

   When? Friday, March 17, 2023 – 8 a.m. 
through the closing evening reception. 

   Where? Since 1996, the Drury Lane 
Conference Center in Oakbrook Terrace, IL has 

been the Expo’s venue with a 1,000+ seat theater 
(for our CE class); an expansive exhibit area for 
the trade show; banquet rooms; 2 on-premise 
hotels; an ample parking lot plus a large parking 
garage on-site. It’s a convenient to get-to, clean, 
and comfortable facility.

   Why? Attendees gain unparalleled industry 
training; have the unique chance to “meet and 
greet” business movers and shakers; re-visit 
with colleagues and old (and new) friends; be 
introduced to the next generation(s) entering our 
trade; discover the latest innovations, products 
and services from exhibitors; and take part 
in a packed, fun, full day of interesting and 
informative industry involvement.

   The most important closing question is HOW? 
Tickets to the Expo are complimentary, and the 
4-hour hour class is offered for a modest fee of 
only $35.00, with advance registration required 
(no exceptions) Ask yourself this: How can you 
possibly even think of missing this year’s Expo? 
See inside this issue for complete details, and 
plan to join us on March 17 at Drury Lane. – End 
of story; BW ###

President’s 
thoughts

by Brian Wilk
Illinois PHCC President

PHCC EXPO & EDUCATIONAL DAY: EXTRA! EXTRA! 
READ ALL ABOUT IT



2023 ILLINOIS
PHCC CeU sCHedULe

2023 Continuing 
Education Dates

Friday, February 17, 2023 – 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm  
(Online)

Friday, March 17, 2023 – 9:00 am – 1:00 pm –  
Drury Lane Conference Center, 

Oakbrook Terrace, IL

Friday, April 21, 2023 – 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
(Online)

 The Illinois PHCC schedule for online and in-person classes for the 2023 renewal year is 
listed below.  These classes offer a minimum of 3 different speakers and topics in each class.
  
All Illinois PHCC classes will provide State hours for Certified Inspectors and Licensed 
Plumbers. 

Below is our current schedule of continuing education classes for Illinois licensed plumbers. 
Please visit our website at www.ilphcc.com 
for the latest information and to register 
for a class.  Registration links will be live at 
least 6 weeks prior to the class date. 



CA L e n d A r o f  ev e n t sCA L e n d A r o f  ev e n t s

APRIL 21, 2023

Illinois PHCC 
Online CEU Class

MARCH 17, 2023
Illinois PHCC EXPO

Drury Lane Conference Center
Oakbrook Terrace, IL

- - - - - 2 0 2 3 - - - - - MARCH 29-31, 2023

QSC of PHCC Power Meeting
Lexington, KY

Cooking Oil Removal
7 Day/24 Hour Service
Fastest Response Time
We Guarantee Against Sewer Backups
Serving All Major Markets Across the U.S.

F or Mor e Information
Call Our Serv ice Team Today

(888) 486-7822

SIGN UP NOW FOR SPECIAL PRICE SAVINGS ON OUR
MAINTENANCE SERVICE TO PREVENT LINE BLOCKAGES!

Our Vactor Truck is the most powerful vehicle in the industry,
which can open even the most clogged lines.

Using state-of-the art equipment like this enables
                           to do the job right the first time and every time!

Trust Torvac to eliminate the headaches that come along with

of your sewer lines.
cooking oil removal, grease trap pumping and
               water jetting

GREASE REMOVAL, PUMPING, JETTING

MARCH 18, 2023

Illinois PHCC & Auxiliary Board Meeting
Hilton Suites Hotel

Oakbrook Terrace, IL



 It is now the time of year for all Illinois licensed 
plumbers and apprentices to renew their licenses.  
Renewal forms containing your PIN to make your online 
payment are scheduled to be mailed in late February. 
Please use the following email address for IDPH for all 
questions, renewal inquiries, to obtain PIN #s, to update 
your information, etc.  DPH.Plumbing@illinois.gov. 

LiCense reneWAL tiMe – don’t deLAY
As soon as you receive notification from the IDPH, 
please renew immediately.  Do not wait until April to 
renew!

If you do not have your continuing education credit 
completed for this year, our class schedule is posted on 
our website at www.ilphcc.com.  

 It is almost time for the Illinois PHCC Expo & Educational Day in Oakbrook Terrace and we are 
very excited! 

 This event needs volunteers in order to 
succeed, and we need as many as possible. Every 
year, more than 600 people attend the class and 
anywhere between 1,500 and 1,800 people attend 
the show. Any and all PHCC and Auxiliary 
members and industry friends are encouraged to 
volunteer. We need volunteers to assist with CEU 
class sign-in/sign-out and Expo registration. 
 
 The Auxiliary will again be selling plumbing 
themed T-shirts, so stop by our booth and check 
out our latest versions.  We will also be selling 
Illinois Plumbing Code books.  

Please consider volunteering to show your support 
for the Illinois PHCC and Auxiliary and making 
the 2023 Expo another successful event. I look 
forward to seeing you in Oakbrook Terrace on 
March 17, 2023 at the Drury Lane Conference 
Center. 

 Thank you for your continued support of the 
Auxiliary and our projects! 

 Cathy McCarthy,
 Illinois PHCC Auxiliary President

MESSAGE FROM THE AUXILIARY PRESIDENT



 Illinois PHCC Expo & Educational Day
Friday, March 17, 2023

Drury Lane Conference Center
100 Drury Lane

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. – Continuing Education Class
Noon – 5 P.M. EXPO Trade Show

Friday, March 17th, will provide you with a great opportunity to view new products, talk to 
manufacturers, learn new technologies, network with other plumbers and contractors, and also 
have some fun. If you have not yet gotten your required 4 hours of continuing education 
credit for your 2023 license renewal, now is the time. Multiple speakers will be presenting on 
a variety of industry topics. All of the day’s activities are free of charge, with the exception of a 
$35.00 fee for the 4 hour CEU class. You must bring your most recent plumbing license with 
you to the class. Pre-registration is required for the CEU class.

The highlight of the day will be the annual Illinois PHCC trade show from 12:00-5:00 P.M. 
Come see over 160 booths of the latest products, tools, trucks and technologies. Admittance 
to the 2023 Expo is free of charge. After a busy day of education and visiting the Expo, relax 
and unwind at the Illinois PHCC sponsored “After Expo” Reception.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Hilton Suites at a special Expo rate of $129.00 
single/double occupancy plus tax. Remember that all rooms are 2 room suites that include a full 
breakfast buffet: upon check-in please inform the front desk of how many people are staying in 
your room. Hotel reservations can be made by calling the Hilton Suites at 
1-630-941-0100. Be sure to mention the Illinois PHCC to get the special rate.

 Illinois PHCC
821 South Grand Ave., West

Springfield, IL 62704

Questions ??? Call (217)522-7219

www.ilphcc.com



Registration for the CE class will be online at Registration for the CE class will be online at www.ilphcc.comwww.ilphcc.com. Click on the date of the class . Click on the date of the class 
to register. The fee for the March 17, 2023 class is $35.00 to register. The fee for the March 17, 2023 class is $35.00 

Each registrant will need to use their own profile (email address). If you do not have a profile Each registrant will need to use their own profile (email address). If you do not have a profile 
you will need to create one. If you have issues logging in or are unable to register online, you will need to create one. If you have issues logging in or are unable to register online, 
contact Shelly at contact Shelly at shelly@ilphcc.comshelly@ilphcc.com  

Once the payment is processed you will receive an email confirmation. Registrations will not Once the payment is processed you will receive an email confirmation. Registrations will not 
be processed unless accompanied by the fee.be processed unless accompanied by the fee.

You MUST bring your most recent Plumbers License with you to the class. Please arrive at least 
30 minutes prior to the start time to complete registration.

All registrations MUST be received before March 1, 2023.
NO WALK-INS will be accepted for the CEU class.

Also counts as State hours for Certified Plumbing Inspectors.

Cancellations will be charged a cancellation fee of $15.00.

Questions ??? contact Shelly at shelly@ilphcc.com

Remember the Expo runs from 12:00 to 5:00 P.M. and is FREE!

www.ilphcc.com

 Illinois PHCC Educational Day
March 17, 2023

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM – CEU Class
Drury Lane Conference Center

100 Drury Lane
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

You MUST bring your most recent Plumbers License with you to the class. Please arrive 
at least 30 minutes prior to the start time to complete registration.

All registrations MUST be received before March 1, 2023.
NO WALK-INS will be accepted for the CEU class.

Also counts as State hours for Certified Plumbing Inspectors. 

Name:_____________________________________ License #:______________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________Cell:______________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________

Mail registration form with complete address and $35.00 fee to: 

Illinois PHCC
821 South Grand Ave., West

Springfield, IL 62704
or register online at www.ilphcc.com

Make check payable to the Illinois PHCC
Registrations will not be processed unless accompanied by the fee.

Cancellations will be charged a cancellation fee of $15.00.

Questions ??? Call (217)522-7219
Remember the Expo runs from 12:00 to 5:00 P.M. and is FREE!

www.ilphcc.com
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LeGisLAtive UPdAte
by Bev Potts

The Spring Session of the 103rd Illinois General Assembly began on January11th.  New legislation 
is being introduced daily and we have been monitoring and reviewing each piece as it is introduced.  
The bill introduction deadline dates are February 10th in the Senate and February 17th in the 
House.  The scheduled adjournment date for the General Assembly this year is May 19th rather 
than the traditional May 31st. There are many bills that deal with Energy Conservation, Workforce 
Development, Employment, Procurement, Design/Build, and Utilities that we will be carefully 
watching to see how they may affect our industry. Below are a few of the bills we are watching and 
their current status.  

Plumbing/Piping/Trade Related Bills:
HB 316 (E. Welch) Makes a technical change in the Fire Sprinkler Dormitory Act. Referred to 
House Rules. 
HB 441 (E. Welch) Makes a technical change in the Restroom Access Act. Referred to House 
Rules. 
HB 670 (E. Welch) Makes a technical change in the Fire and Smoke Damper Inspection Act. 
Referred to House Rules. 
HB 1164 (J. Hoffman) Amends the Regulatory Sunset Act to extend the repeal date of provisions 
of the Illinois Plumbing License Law concerning irrigation contractors from January 1, 2024 to 
January 1, 2029.  
HB 1286 (K. Stuart) Amends the Equitable Restrooms Act to provide any multiple-occupancy 
restroom may be all-gender.  Requires specified signage, stall dividers, and urinal partitions.  
Provides ratio requirements on the number of required fixtures.  Requires IDPH to adopt rules to 
implement the provisions. 
SB 32 (D. Harmon) Makes a technical change in the Employee Washroom Act. Referred to Senate 
Assignments.  
SB 126 (C. Villanueva) Amends the Equitable Restrooms Act to provide any multiple-occupancy 
restroom may be all-gender.  Requires specified signage, stall dividers, and urinal partitions.  
Provides ratio requirements on the number of required fixtures.  Requires IDPH to adopt rules to 
implement the provisions.  Referred to Senate Assignments.  

Other Construction/Business Related Bills:
education. 
SB 133 (L. Holmes) This is an initiative of our industry partner association, IMSCA, and it amends 
the Public Construction Bond Act to provide that a local government entity may not withhold more 
than 5% retainage when a contractor has furnished a surety bond or its equivalent. Referred to 
Senate Assignments.  



To request a quote, place an order, or for additional information, 
call 630-458-8816, email quotesIL@hsarep.com, or go to www.HSArep.com.

HSA now represents Bradford White Water Heaters 
residential and commercial products in the greater Chicago, 

northern Illinois, and northwest Indiana markets!

Derek Vaughn 
derekv@hsarep.com 

312-480-8185

Jason Gerard 
jasong@hsarep.com

630-458-8816

Meet the HSA Team Providing Bradford 
White Water Heaters Training, Technical 
Support, Sizing, and Troubleshooting 



As of Jan. 6, 2023, Mark Ingrao is no longer the chief executive officer of the Plumbing-Heating-Cooling 
Contractors—National Association (PHCC). We wish him the best in the future.

Former PHCC Educational Foundation Chief Operating Officer Cindy Sheridan, CAE, has been named PHCC’s 
interim chief executive officer. Sheridan joined PHCC staff as the membership director in 2000 and became the 
Foundation Chief Operating Officer in 2010.

“We are delighted to have Cindy serve as staff leader for our PHCC team,” said PHCC President Dave Frame. 
“She is a well-respected professional who knows our association and industry well. Her extensive knowledge and 
expertise will help guide us as we collaborate together to build the future for our industry.”

PHCC NATIONAL ANNOUNCES 
CHANGE IN STAFF LEADERSHIP

The U.S. Department of Labor announced changes to 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration civil 
penalty amounts based on cost-of-living adjustments 
for 2023.

In 2015, Congress passed the Federal Civil Penalties 
Inflation Adjustment Act Improvements Act to 
advance the effectiveness of civil monetary penalties 
and to maintain their deterrent effect. Under the Act, 
agencies are required to publish “catch-up” rules that 
adjust the level of civil monetary penalties and make 
subsequent annual adjustments for inflation no later 
than January 15 of each year. Since January 15 fell on 
a Sunday and January 16 was a federal holiday, the 
new OSHA penalty amounts became effective Jan. 
17, 2023.

OSHA’s maximum penalties for serious and other-than-serious violations will increase from $14,502 per violation 
to $15,625 per violation. The maximum penalty for willful or repeated violations will increase from $145,027 per 
violation to $156,259 per violation.

Visit www.osha.gov/penalties for more information.

US DOL ANNOUNCES 
ADJUSTMENTS TO 
OSHA PENALTIES

 OSHA reminds employers that they must post 

a copy of OSHA’s Form 300A, which summarizes 

job-related injuries and illnesses logged during 

2022 . Each year, between February 1 and April 

30, the summary must be displayed in a common 

area where notices to employees are usually posted. 

Businesses with 10 or fewer employees and those 

in certain low-hazard industries are exempt from 

OSHA recordkeeping and posting requirements.  

Visit OSHA’s Recordkeeping Rule webpage at 

https://www.osha.gov/injuryreporting/ for more 

information on recordkeeping requirements.

EMPLOYERS MUST POST 

OSHA FORM 300A
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FEDERATED DRIVESAFESM TELEMATICS SOLUTION
RISK MANAGEMENT RESOURCE CENTER 
EMPLOYMENT RELATED PRACTICES LIABILITY
EMPLOYMENT LAW ATTORNEY NETWORK
BONDING EMPLOYEE SAFETY TRAINING
RISK MANAGEMENT ACADEMY
C L I E N T  C O N TA C T  C E N T E R 
FIELD RISK CONSULTANTS

CERTIF ICATE CENTER
SURETY SPECIALISTS 

MANAGED CARE
     CYBER

MYSHIELD®

IT’S OUR BUSINESS TO PROTECT  
ILLINOIS PHCC MEMBERS

Safety Training Resources  
and HR Support at Your Fingertips

Commercial Insurance  Property & Casualty | Life & Disability Income | Workers Compensation | Business Succession and Estate Planning | Bonding

Federated Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries** | federatedinsurance.com

23.02  Ed. 12/22  *View A.M. Best Rating Guide information at www.ambest.com. **Not licensed in all states.  © 2022 Federated Mutual Insurance Company

Access industry-specific training,  
sample forms and policies, an employee 
handbook builder tool, and more 24/7 
with mySHIELD®.

Scan to learn  
more about 

mySHIELD®.

The content of this publication is for general information 
purposes only. Consult with a qualified professional when you 

have detailed questions regarding any topic in this publication.



Question ____________

 We terminated an employee a few months ago 
for poor performance and misconduct. We recently 
received a phone call from another company that is 
considering hiring this individual. The company is 
asking for a reference. What should we tell them? 
Are we allowed to say why the employee was fired? 
If we tell the truth and the employee does not get 
the new job, can he sue us?

AnsWer _____________
 

 To limit exposure to liability, employers must 
proceed cautiously when providing references 
to other prospective employers, even if a former 
employee executes a release. Some companies 
choose to provide only “neutral” reference 
information, such as dates of employment and 
positions held. Other companies may choose to 
provide more detailed information in an effort to 
assist other prospective employers with their hiring 
decisions. Whatever an employer’s decision, its 
policy should be consistent for all requests to avoid 
discrimination claims, meaning employers should 
avoid responding to some reference requests while 
refusing to respond to others.

If an employer wishes to provide substantive 
reference information (such as job performance 
or the reason for termination), keep in mind 
that, while in some cases the references will 
be positive, in others they may be negative. If 
an employer says something about a former 
employee that results in the individual not 
obtaining subsequent employment, an employer 
could be opening itself up to, among other 
things, liability for a defamation claim. While 
truth is a defense to a defamation claim, it is 
always better, of course, to avoid a claim in the 
first place rather than having to defend one. If 
an employer chooses to provide substantive 
reference information, it is a best practice 
to have local counsel review the employer’s 
response.

As a final note, there may be some instances 
in which reference information is required, 
such as when information is subpoenaed or if a 
former employee applies for employment with 
the federal government. In these scenarios, an 
employer may be legally required to provide 
additional information.

Hr Question of tHe MontH
The HR Question of the Month is provided by Zywave®, a company wholly independent from Federated Insurance. Federated provides 
its clients access to this information through the Federated Employment Practices Network with the understanding that neither Federated 
nor its employees provide legal or employment advice. As such, Federated does not warrant the accuracy, adequacy, or completeness of 
the information herein. This information may be subject to restrictions and regulation in your state. Consult with your own qualified legal 
counsel regarding your specific facts and circumstances.



INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY,
COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS,
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

Our line of intelligent, innovative and efficient solutions is filled with the features that homeowners
and business owners want, things like energy-saving operating modes, WiFi capabilities and
LeakGuard® built-in leak detection and prevention1. It’s all a part of our relentless commitment
to create smart, sustainable products.

Rheem.com/CommercialWater Rheem.com/WaterHeating

1Available features vary by model



The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2023 optional standard mileage rates used to 
calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or 
moving purposes.
Beginning on January 1, 2023, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups 
or panel trucks) will be:

 • 65.5 cents per mile driven for business use, up 3 cents from the midyear increase   
  setting the rate for the second half of 2022.

 • 22 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes for qualified active-duty   
  members of the Armed Forces, consistent with the increased midyear rate set for   
  the second half of 2022.

 • 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations; the rate is set by   
  statute and remains unchanged from 2022.

irs issUes MiLeAGe 
rAtes for 2023

EDUC ATIO N HE ALTHC ARE PUBLIC VENUE S COMMERCIAL O FFICE S T&S IS HERE 
Contractors know how important it is to have 
the right resources in place — and so does T&S. 
That’s why we off er a vast selection of high-quality 
plumbing products for a wide range of markets 
and applications, delivering world-class innovation 
and reliability when it matters most.

Learn more at tsbrass.com/markets.

T&S plumbing products represented in Illinois by:  (Northern) Deery-Pardue & Associates - 630-350-7575
(Southern) American Sales - 314-231-6114

TSB_3050 2018 PHCC 7.5x5.indd   1 8/13/18   10:37 AM



FIGHTING
CORROSION & BACTERIA

LIKE NO OTHER

Learn more at bradfordwhite.com/innovations

Microban® antimicrobial product protection helps prevent the growth of bacteria, mold and mildew that may affect the 
product. The built-in antimicrobial properties do not protect users or others from disease-causing organisms. Microban® is 
a registered trademark of Microban Products Company. ©2023, Bradford White Corporation. All rights reserved. BWPHIL0123

•  Vitraglas® provides unsurpassed protection from the
corrosive effects of water.

•  Microban® antimicrobial product protection helps
prevent the growth of bacteria, mold and mildew on
the surface of the tank lining.

These rates apply to electric and hybrid-electric automobiles, as well as gasoline and diesel-
powered vehicles.

The standard mileage rate for business use is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable 
costs of operating an automobile. The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the 
variable costs.
It is important to note that under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, taxpayers cannot claim a 
miscellaneous itemized deduction for 
unreimbursed employee travel expenses. 

Taxpayers always have the option of 
calculating the actual costs of using their 
vehicle rather than using the standard 
mileage rates.

Taxpayers can use the standard mileage rate 
but generally must opt to use it in the first 
year the car is available for business use. 
Then, in later years, they can choose either 
the standard mileage rate or actual expenses. 
Leased vehicles must use the standard 
mileage rate method for the entire lease 
period (including renewals) if the standard 
mileage rate is chosen.

Notice 2023-03 contains the optional 
2023 standard mileage rates, as well as the 
maximum automobile cost used to calculate 
the allowance under a fixed and variable rate 
(FAVR) plan. In addition, the notice provides 
the maximum fair market value of employer-
provided automobiles first made available 
to employees for personal use in calendar 
year 2023 for which employers may use the 
fleet-average valuation rule in or the vehicle 
cents-per-mile valuation rule.

irs issUes MiLeAGe 
rAtes for 2023 Cont.



   

 

 

 

This article is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The 
recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not guaranteed to eliminate, any or all risk of loss. The information herein may be 

subject to, and is not a substitute for, any laws or regulations that may apply. Some of the services referenced herein may be provided 
by third parties wholly independent of Federated. Federated provides access to these services with the understanding that neither 

Federated nor its employees provide legal or other expert advice. All products and services not available in all states. Qualified 
counsel should be sought with questions specific to your circumstances and applicable laws.  
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Has Inflation Left Your Business Underinsured? 
We all know consumer prices are rising due to inflation. This — combined with supply chain challenges, extreme 
weather events, and other factors — is rapidly driving up the cost to replace and repair property and equipment. 

One unfortunate side effect of this reality is a widening gap between the value of buildings, machinery, and inventory at 
the time a business purchases insurance, and the value of those items in today’s economy. Simply put, businesses may 
find they do not have enough insurance to adequately cover their physical assets. 

For example, a business owner determined the value of his facility and its contents in January 2020 as $750,000. He then 
insured this property for $750,000 in 2020, 2021, and 2022. Yet, by December 2022, inflation had driven the actual 
replacement value of that property up to $850,000. Should a fire or natural disaster destroy the location, this business 
owner may find himself underinsured and unable to cover the cost of rebuilding and acquiring needed materials. 

When is the last time you determined the value of your business property? Should the unthinkable occur, would you 
have the funds to recover?  

Don’t let inflation leave you underinsured. Complete regular, accurate value assessments of your property. If you need 
help, reach out to your local Federated® marketing representative and ask about business evaluation services. 

 

   

 

 

 

This article is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The 
recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not guaranteed to eliminate, any or all risk of loss. The information herein may be 

subject to, and is not a substitute for, any laws or regulations that may apply. Some of the services referenced herein may be provided 
by third parties wholly independent of Federated. Federated provides access to these services with the understanding that neither 

Federated nor its employees provide legal or other expert advice. All products and services not available in all states. Qualified 
counsel should be sought with questions specific to your circumstances and applicable laws.  
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Has Inflation Left Your Business Underinsured? 
We all know consumer prices are rising due to inflation. This — combined with supply chain challenges, extreme 
weather events, and other factors — is rapidly driving up the cost to replace and repair property and equipment. 

One unfortunate side effect of this reality is a widening gap between the value of buildings, machinery, and inventory at 
the time a business purchases insurance, and the value of those items in today’s economy. Simply put, businesses may 
find they do not have enough insurance to adequately cover their physical assets. 

For example, a business owner determined the value of his facility and its contents in January 2020 as $750,000. He then 
insured this property for $750,000 in 2020, 2021, and 2022. Yet, by December 2022, inflation had driven the actual 
replacement value of that property up to $850,000. Should a fire or natural disaster destroy the location, this business 
owner may find himself underinsured and unable to cover the cost of rebuilding and acquiring needed materials. 

When is the last time you determined the value of your business property? Should the unthinkable occur, would you 
have the funds to recover?  

Don’t let inflation leave you underinsured. Complete regular, accurate value assessments of your property. If you need 
help, reach out to your local Federated® marketing representative and ask about business evaluation services. 

 



Please fill out the below information and 
email to sarah@ccepil.com 

Name:-------------------------

Company: ________ _ Phone/Email: 

Association: ----------------------

Deadline to Register is Friday, April 14, 2023 

Please fill out the below information and 
email to sarah@ccepil.com 

Name:-------------------------

Company: ________ _ Phone/Email: 

Association: ----------------------

Deadline to Register is Friday, April 14, 2023 



PHCC ILLINOIS 

 AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP RULES 
 
 
Scholarships for college or vocational education are awarded by the Illinois Auxiliary for a minimum or $500.00 up to 
a maximum of $2,000.00 each year in June, as funds are available.  
 

1. The applicant must be at least a freshman in college having completed one full semester with at least 8 
credit hours of study.  Seniors in high school may NOT apply. 
 

2. No person may receive more than one award from the Illinois Auxiliary during his or her academic career. 
There cannot be more than two awards per family per year.  A permanent list of recipients will be kept in 
the scholarship files.  
 

3. In addition to the completed application form, the applicant must submit the following: 
 
• A letter from the applicant with personal data, family size, explanation of need for scholarship monies, 

and career plans.  Also include information about participation in high school, college, and community 
activities as well as work experience. Knowledge of and/or working experiences with plumbing industry 
may be included, but is not necessary.  

 
• Three letters of recommendation.   

• One letter must be from a sponsor who is a member in good standing of the Illinois PHCC Auxiliary. 
• The other two letters must be from people who know the applicant personally and can attest to 

the applicant’s character. They may also provide additional pertinent information such as academic 
performance and involvement in extra-curricular activities. Knowledge of parents does not 
necessarily qualify them for having knowledge of applicant.  

• Photo of the applicant. 

• Official transcripts—see details on application form. 

4.  The deadline for submitting the application is May 26, 2023. 

• Application must be postmarked no later than this date and include all the information required.  If it is 
incomplete, application materials will be discarded and applicant will not be considered for a 
scholarship. Applicants may resubmit the following year.  

• The scholarship committee will have the final decision in awarding these scholarships. If you have any 
further questions, please feel free to contact Gail McWilliams. 

 

Please send completed application by May 26, 2023 to: 

Gail McWilliams 
2707 Holcomb Dr. 
Urbana, IL 61802 
217-778-2511    e-mail: jgmcw@comcast.net 



PHCC ILLINOIS 

 AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP RULES 
 
 
Scholarships for college or vocational education are awarded by the Illinois Auxiliary for a minimum or $500.00 up to 
a maximum of $2,000.00 each year in June, as funds are available.  
 

1. The applicant must be at least a freshman in college having completed one full semester with at least 8 
credit hours of study.  Seniors in high school may NOT apply. 
 

2. No person may receive more than one award from the Illinois Auxiliary during his or her academic career. 
There cannot be more than two awards per family per year.  A permanent list of recipients will be kept in 
the scholarship files.  
 

3. In addition to the completed application form, the applicant must submit the following: 
 
• A letter from the applicant with personal data, family size, explanation of need for scholarship monies, 

and career plans.  Also include information about participation in high school, college, and community 
activities as well as work experience. Knowledge of and/or working experiences with plumbing industry 
may be included, but is not necessary.  

 
• Three letters of recommendation.   

• One letter must be from a sponsor who is a member in good standing of the Illinois PHCC Auxiliary. 
• The other two letters must be from people who know the applicant personally and can attest to 

the applicant’s character. They may also provide additional pertinent information such as academic 
performance and involvement in extra-curricular activities. Knowledge of parents does not 
necessarily qualify them for having knowledge of applicant.  

• Photo of the applicant. 

• Official transcripts—see details on application form. 

4.  The deadline for submitting the application is May 26, 2023. 

• Application must be postmarked no later than this date and include all the information required.  If it is 
incomplete, application materials will be discarded and applicant will not be considered for a 
scholarship. Applicants may resubmit the following year.  

• The scholarship committee will have the final decision in awarding these scholarships. If you have any 
further questions, please feel free to contact Gail McWilliams. 

 

Please send completed application by May 26, 2023 to: 

Gail McWilliams 
2707 Holcomb Dr. 
Urbana, IL 61802 
217-778-2511    e-mail: jgmcw@comcast.net 

PHCC ILLINOIS AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION ~2023~ 

 
Applicant Name: _________________________________________________________________________Birth Date_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________________ City___________________ State___________________ Zip________________________________ 

Parents or Guardian’s Full Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________________         E-mail_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME AND ADDRESS WHERE CHECK SHOULD BE SENT: 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________City________________State______________________Zip____________________________________ 

NAME OF SPONSORING AUXILIARY MEMBER: (Sponsor cannot be a parent, guardian or spouse.) 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________City________________State______________________Zip__________________Phone________________________________ 

Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOLASTIC DATA: 

High School Attended:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Year of Graduation:________________________ Rank/Number in Class:_____________________________ CUM GPA:_____________________________________________________________________        

 Principal’s Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Name of College Attending & Career Plans:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dean or Advisor’s Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIP: 

Application must be complete with the items listed below for consideration. Please read Scholarship Rules. 

1. Completed application above 

2. Small photo stapled to application 

3. Three letters of recommendation as follows: 

A. One letter of recommendation from sponsoring Auxiliary member who is not a parent, guardian, or spouse 

B. Two letters of personal recommendation from people not related to applicant 

4. Personal letter: State request and list your high school and college extra-curricular activities.  

5. Original copy of high school and college transcripts. These can be sent under separate cover.  High school transcript is required for all graduates                                                      
from 2006 to current. 

I hereby certify that the above is true and accurate. 

Applicant’s signature:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Date ___________________________________ 

Parent, Guardian or Spouse Signature:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GOOD LUCK! 

DEADLINE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP IS MAY 26, 2023 



  
PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG  CCOODDEE  BBOOOOKK  

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  
 

  
  

 

PPLLEEAASSEE  FFIILLLL  OOUUTT  FFOORRMM  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEELLYY..    
WWEE  WWIILLLL  UUSSEE  TTHHIISS  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  TTOO  PPRROOVVIIDDEE  YYOOUU  WWIITTHH  UUPPDDAATTEESS  EELLEECCTTRROONNIICCAALLLLYY..    

 

Name:             

Company:            

Street Address:           

City/State/Zip:           

Email:             

Phone:      _____________________________________________________ 

 
Cost $60.95/Code Book   

(includes tabs, Plumbing License Law, Plumbers Licensing Code,  
Plumbing Contractor Registration Code and  

Lawn Irrigation Contractor & Lawn Sprinkler Code) 
 

 
 
#_________________ of code book(s) X $60.95   
 

Total amount enclosed   $__________________ 
 

Mail form with payment to:   Illinois PHCC 
     821 South Grand Avenue, West  
     Springfield, IL 62704 
      
 

Make checks payable to the Illinois PHCC. 
 

There will be a $40.00 service charge for any checks returned due to insufficient funds. 
 

Questions? Contact the Illinois PHCC at bev@ilphcc.com or shelly@ilphcc.com 

(217) 522-7219 

 



PO Box 5007 
2800 N.E. Adams St. 

Peoria, IL 61601-5007 
309-688-1068 309-688-4120 

Connor Co. has been family owned business since 1936, servicing and building relationships with companies in the 
Plumbing, HVAC, and Industrial PVF industries. Connor Co. has twenty-three locations that work together with  
vendors to provide the best products to our loyal customers. Our customers are the most valued asset to Connor Co.  
By staying committed to our motto “Best Products…Best Prices…Best Service” Connor Co. will continue to    
provide quality products and build customer relationships. 

- Peoria, IL. 61615    

- Springfield, IL 62703 

  - Quincy, IL 62301 
   1209 W. Pioneer Parkway      

   1400 South 9th St. 

     1328 Seminary Rd. 
   PH: 309-693-7229   

   PH: 217-544-9612 

     PH: 217-228-7898 
    
- Macomb, IL 61455   

- Mattoon, IL 61938 

  - Collinsville, IL 62234 
   433 N. Campbell       

   

     #3 Business Center Court 
   PH: 309-833-2148   

   PH: 217-235-4328 

     PH: 618-344-9200 
 
-  Kankakee, IL 60901   

- Bloomington, IL  

   - Decatur, IL 62526 
   1600 Grinnell Road   

   413 E. Oakland Ave. 

     3130 N. Grand Prix Dr. 
   PH: 815-933-6688   

   PH: 309-828-000  

        PH: 217-875-5626 
    
- Urbana, IL 61801   

- Galesburg, IL 61401 

  - Marion, IL 62959 
   1900 N. Lincoln Ave.   

   2315 Grand Ave.  

        801 Skyline Dr. 
   PH: 217-367-7601   

   PH: 309-342-7000 

     PH: 618-993-1031 
 
- Peru, IL 61354    

- McHenry, IL 60051 

  - Jacksonville, IL 62650 
   3 Terminal Road       

   3918 N. Richmond Road 

     630 Brooklyn  Ave. 
   PH: 815-224-1205   

   PH: 815-385-4404 

     PH: 217-243-3411 
 
- Sugar Grove, IL 60554   

- Danville, IL 61832 

  - Freeport, IL 61032 
   694 Heartland Dr.      

   520 E. Fairchild  

        
   PH: 630-466-3284   

   PH: 217-446-1818 

     PH: 815-235-7789 
 
- Moline, IL 61265    

- Rockford, IL 61109 

  - St. Louis, MO 63146 
   4200 46th Ave.     

   3537 Merchandise Dr. 

     2374 Grissom Dr 
   PH: 309-797-3715   

   PH: 815-874-1515 

     PH: 314-994-9799 
  
     

- Terre Haute, IN 47802 

  - Comfort Supply  
     

   2800 S. State Road 63  

     Peoria, IL 61603  
     

   PH: 812-232-3333  

     2800 NE Adams St. 
     

   

     PH: 309-688-4407 
    

“Best Products….Best Prices….Best Service” 

- 
   
   PH: 765-448-4553  

Lafayette, IN 47905
851 Farabee Court 

-

   PH: 765-659-5780

Frankfort, IN 46041
1599 McKinley Ave

-

   PH: 765-362-0481

Crawfordsville, IN 47933

1201 W. Galena Ave

1421 Old State Road 2300 Indianapolis Road



 

Please CHECK which class you would like to attend: 
 BACKFLOW TESTER REFRESHER $110 – Max Capacity 10 Students 

This course is focused on refreshing the Cross Connection Tester on testing procedures as taught by the State of 
Illinois. This is a hands-on course. Attendees must have a valid CCCDI to attend. 

CEU Registration Form 2022 - 2023  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
IL PL# (Starts with 058 or J): ______________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________ Email:   ______________________________________ 
Billing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________ State: __________________ Zip: ________________ 
Credit Card Number: ___________________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date: ______________ /______________ CCV: _________________ 
 

Location: Test Gauge, Inc. | 1051 E Main St, Unit 107 | East Dundee, IL 60118 
Toll Free: (866) 836-8692 | Local: (847) 836-8690 | Email: salesgroup@testgauge.net 

**All classes will be held from 5pm – 9pm with Dinner included** 
We’re brining back Jimmy’s Charhouse Pork Chops!! 

 

Find Class Dates or Register online at  
www.shopbackflow.com/illinois-course-info  

 September 21st 

 October 5th 

 November 9th  
 

***THE FEE FOR ATTENDING THESE CLASSES IS NON-REFUNDABLE*** 

 AUTOMATIC CONTROL VALVE COURSE $110 – Max Capacity 12 Students 
This class will have classroom instruction as well as hands-on live simulations for the proper operation of an Automatic Control Valve.  
We will go through the basics for sizing, commissioning, proper application, and repair. Our introductory class to Automatic Control  
Valves is an entry level class that will consist of the following: 

1. Types of ACV’s 2. Basic Components and Operation 3. Proper Sizing and Sizing Problems 

4.     How to Commission an ACV properly 5.      Repair Parts/ How to Repair 

 
 February 8th   March 8th  

 LARGE BACKFLOW REPAIR (SMALL GROUP) - Max 12 attendees per class $125 per person 
Small group backflow repair class. Classes will consist of 3 individual groups working with an individual  

instructor to do hands on testing, diagnosis, and repair of large backflow assemblies only.   
 

1. Watts 909 Large Valve Series 2.     880/860 Febco Large Valve Series     3.     Wilkins 375 Large Valve Series 
 

  October 19th 

 December 7th 

 January 4th 

  January 18th  

 February 1st 

 February 15th 

 March 1st 

 March 15th  

 March 29th 

 January 11th  April 5th 

 April 12th  

 April 26th 
 


